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                          COLD OPEN                                                    _________

EXT. THE ROUNDABOUT - DAY 

The town of Stroud on a winter's morning. Cars sporadically 
cross three consecutive roundabouts. A wrinkled, lime green 
tent is pitched on the biggest roundabout. 

PAT (V.O) 
You know, one thing, sleeping on a 
roundabout, you don't realize how 
noisy cars are. 

PAT: fifties, thin with grey-streaked hair, sits on a camping 
chair next to an old Volkswagen which is parked in the center 
of the roundabout. The car is brightly painted with climate 
messages. Tatty toy animals adorn the car, a pink unicorn 
hobbyhorse protrudes from the bumper. 

Pat whittles a stick and smokes a rollie. WINNIE, his small 
dog is tied up next to him. They are being filmed by a camera 
crew. 

PAT (V.O) (CONT'D) 
Because when you're lying there it's 
all you listen to. Is the cars and 
they're really loud, they come just 
here and they're just there and you 
think 'arghh'. 

A car BEEPS as it drives past. He gives a thumbs up. 

END OF COLD OPEN ________________ 
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PAT TALKING HEAD 

PAT 
My name is Pat Clifford, I'm 54 years 
old and I'm an environmental activist. 

EXT. THE ROUNDABOUT - DAY 

Pat sits on his chair with Winnie, whittling sticks and 
watching the cars go by. 

PAT (V.O) 
We've been given twelve years to 
reduce our carbon emissions by 50%. 
And what are people doing? Nothing. As 
an activist I try and see myself a bit 
like a shepherd, you know. Just trying 
to just call and steer people away 
from that path. 

A SERIES OF SHOTS 

- Pat cycling around town with Winnie in a bike basket 

- Pat eating lunch in a cafe with Winnie 

- Pat at a singing group 

- Pat chopping logs 

- Pat flyering in front of the town hall 

- Pat and Winnie tucked up on a sofa watching TV 

PAT 
(to camera crew) 

You do need that critical mass. Of 
people. So hopefully, with bright 
colours, showing that it's fun, 
showing that, you know I'm having a 
nice time doing it. There's no point 
me standing here whipping myself 
saying 'come on guys come and join 
me', if I'm looking miserable that's 
not going to work. 

Pat gestures enthusiastically to a large blackboard propped 
up near the car. 
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PAT (CONT'D) 
I'm suggesting positive methods. 
Actions that we can all take to try 
and help the situation. I hope by 
being here and demonstrating my 
willpower to make change we can 
inspire people to do something. 

(beat) 
I'm aiming for a strike. General 
strike, S-O-S: Stroud On Strike, on 
Friday the 9th of November. We want 
all the schools out, the colleges out, 
the offices shut down. We want 
everyone coming out to show the 
government that actually Stroud, does 
care. And Stroud will show that we can                  ____                  
do something and that we will all come 
together and have a really lovely 
time. Meeting, joining up, being a 
community, being strong, being who we 
should be. And we will demonstrate 
that to the rest of the country, and 
then to the rest of the world. And 
they had better pick up the pace and 
support us. 

ARTHUR TALKING HEAD 

ARTHUR 
Hi. I'm Arthur, I'm 17 and Pat is my 
dad. 

INT. KITCHEN - DAY 

ARTHUR, tall and slouchy, is packing his school bag in a 
small kitchen. The room is cluttered with random items: cups 
of pencils and white feathers, Tupperware with batteries and 
copper coins, a couple of manual tools. Pans of leftover food 
sit on the stove, dead flowers in a vase on the windowsill. A 
chalk mural of vines and butterflies is slightly smudged 
above the sink. 

ARTHUR 
(gesturing) 

So yeah, this is where me and Pat 
live, when he's not camping on a 
roundabout. 

DIRECTOR (O.S) 
What do you think about what Pat's 
doing at the moment? 
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ARTHUR 
Er... I think it's cool- we should all 
probably be doing what he's doing, you 
know, it's an important thing... 

DIRECTOR (O.S) 
And what do people at college think? 

ARTHUR 
Most of my friends already know Pat, 
so it's not like totally weird... for 
him. It's not the first time he's done 
something like this. 

(beat) 
He always has something to say, about 
stuff like this. At Christmas, he did 
this like, pagan fire ceremony and 
tried to do a live stream of it. He 
tried to get the neighbors involved, 
but everyone just wanted to, like have 
a traditional Christmas. Yeah... 
that's the sort of thing that usually 
happens. 

He gives an awkward smile, more of a grimace. 

DIRECTOR (O.S) 
And will you be taking part in the 
strike on the 9th? 

ARTHUR 
Yeah, I mean I think I will go, Pat 
would be pissed if I didn't. He's been 
trying to make me strike for a while, 
but I'm doing my A-levels and that's 
kind of what's important at the 
moment. You know for uni and stuff. 
Anyway... 

Arthur makes to leave, pulling his rucksack on and exiting 
through the back door into the front yard. 

EXT. YARD - DAY - CONTINUOUS 

Arthur mounts his bike, peering back at the camera. 

ARTHUR 
Ok, well, see ya. 
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He cycles down the alleyway, onto the road and out of sight. 

EXT. THE ROUNDABOUT - DAY 

Pat is standing on the roundabout with another man, JAMIE, 
same age as Pat, yet more smartly dressed. 

PAT 
(to camera crew) 

So I've got Jamie here- 

JAMIE 
Hello. 

PAT 
And Jamie is here, doing a kind of 
video diary for me, to put on the 
Facebook page, just to get the word 
out, spread the message about the 
strike. So yeah- I'm just gunna... 

(Pat motions towards Jamie's 
camera) 

Jamie and Pat walk over to the tent. 

JAMIE 
(to Pat) 

So I reckon we get the shot of you 
crawling out of the tent, just woken 
up kind of vibe, and then you give us 
an update about what went on yesterday 
and your message for today, Yep? 

PAT 
(grinning at camera crew) 

Hell yeah! 

Pat stiffly crawls into the tent. It's small and shakes and 
RUSTLES as he does so. Winnie tries to scurry in after him. 
Jamie grabs her lead. 

JAMIE 
Winnie, stay here. 

Winnie whines sadly. Jamie struggles slightly to hold her 
lead and his phone at the same time. 

JAMIE (CONT'D) 
OK, ready? 
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PAT 
Yep. 

JAMIE 
And action! 

Pat flamboyantly unzips the tent from the inside and emerges 
grinning, making his way unsteadily to his feet from his 
hands and knees. 

PAT 
Hey hey, here we are. Day three. Let's 
come with the car. 

Pat gestures for them to walk over to the car. 

PAT (CONT'D) 
How are we all today? All good? I had 
a lovely day yesterday, bit of rain in 
the night but that's OK. I was really 
thinking, Jamie, about what you said 
yesterday, about the animals and 
plants because they don't have a 
voice. We need to speak for them, you 
know, they're silent. They can't speak 
for themselves. 

                                                      CUT TO: 

INT. GARDEN CENTER - DAY 

Pat is bent over a flower bed, 'listening' to the flowers. 

PAT (V.O) 
We need to stand up for them. The 
plants, they do talk but we can't hear 
them. 

                                                     BACK TO: 

EXT. THE ROUNDABOUT - PRESENT DAY 

PAT 
So we need to raise our voices loud 
and clear, for all those plants. 200 
species go extinct every day. And we 
don't even know what they are. 
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                                                      CUT TO: 

EXT. SIDE OF THE ROAD - DAY 

Pat is holding a banner with a small child, JESSIE, which 
reads 'HONK YOUR HORN IF YOU WANT TO SAVE THE PLANET'. 

PAT (V.O) 
We don't know, they could hold the 
mystery of how to cure Alzheimers, or 
cancer. 

                                                     BACK TO: 

EXT. THE ROUNDABOUT - DAY 

PAT 
Any of those animals could have 
something magnificent and we don't 
know anything about them. We might be 
about to lose it before we know what 
it is. That's a real tragedy. So 
today, on my board, I've written a 
message from the animals and plants, 
just asking for help. 

Pat motions towards the giant blackboard, on it, is written 
in big, chalky letters: WE NEED UR HELP! REAL CLIMATE ACTION! 
lots of love from ALL Animals. 

PAT (CONT'D) 
We need people to speak up for the 
animals, to speak up for the trees 
because they're not being listened to. 
And if they could speak, it would be 
an orchestra, it'd be like the last 
night at the proms... times a million. 

JAMIE 
(sensing Pat is rambling) 

Absolutely, and what's your message to 
the people of the local community, how 
would you like the local people to get 
involved? 

PAT 
Come and get involved on Friday the 
9th, we're having a sort of open 
workshop, sharing, here on Stroud 
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green. 

JAMIE 
(interjecting) 

The roundabout opposite Cafe 53. 

PAT 
We're going to be showing people how 
to make eco-bricks, we're going to be 
talking about different ways they can 
personally make changes in their 
lives, about ways they can join 
together, and make a community and 
make an action group and feel better 
about it and feel hopeful, that 
they're doing something. 

PAT (CONT'D) 
And showing the government and showing 
the authorities, showing our leaders, 
whether they're headteachers of 
schools, people in the council, bosses 
in the offices. We care, we the 
people, we the children... we the 
animals... we the future. We really 
care about it, and we're prepared to 
make some sacrifices ourselves to do 
this. 

JAMIE 
Yeah! We'll see you later Pat. 

Pat nods and smiles. Jamie stops recording and gives Pat a 
clumsy hi-five. 

JAMIE (CONT'D) 
That was a good one. Nice job. 

INT. SIXTH FORM - DAY 

Arthur and some other boys are sitting at tables in the 
cafeteria. They are all dressed similarly, branded pullovers 
and shiny trainers, with short, preppy haircuts. Arthur 
blends in seamlessly 

BOY 1 
I'm definitely going. Can't be asked 
to do Bodey-Jones' assignment for bio. 

BOY 2 
How long do you think it'll go on for 
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Arth? I don't want to miss the bus 
back. 

ARTHUR 
(aware of camera crew) 

Not sure. 

BOY 1 
I'll go if you guys go. 

BOY 2 
Yeah, no way I'm going on my own. 

(to Arthur) 
You're going, aren't you? 

ARTHUR 
(jokingly) 

He'd disown me if I didn't. But yeah, 
gunna go. I've got a free anyway, so 
might as well. 

BOY 2 
Fair. 

ARTHUR TALKING HEAD 

ARTHUR 
(frustrated) 

Yeah, I really get that it's really 
important, but it's also annoying for 
me because I, like have to go, because 
of Pat. And it's irritating because I 
don't think many people are going to 
come and it's just gunna feel a bit 
awkward. I dunno. I just don't want to 
be the only one banging a drum which 
Pat will probably make me. 

INT. SIXTH FORM - DAY 

Arthur gets up and makes to leave. 

ARTHUR 
I've got Physics, then gunna go home. 

BOY 1 
You've got nothing after lunch? 

ARTHUR 
Nope. 
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BOY 1 
Lucky, see you later then. 

Arthur grimaces awkwardly at the cameras and hurries away. 

INT. KITCHEN - NIGHT 

Pat and Arthur are both in the kitchen. Arthur is sitting 
with Winnie on his lap, watching something on his iPad. Pat 
shuffles around the hob, cooking. There's some tinny MUSIC 
playing on Pat's iPhone. 

PAT 
(to camera crew) 

I thought I'd take a break from the 
roundabout, and come and have supper 
with Arthur. You know catch up, 
fulfill my fatherly duties. 

(beat) 
It's also disgusting outside, so it's 
good chance to get out of the wet. 

Pat pulls a tray from the oven and shakes it. 

PAT (CONT'D) 
All right, plates on the table, 
Arthur. 

Arthur sighs and turns off his iPad. Winnie hops off his lap 
as he stands up. Arthur slouches over to the sink and 
collects plates and cutlery from the draining board. 

PAT (CONT'D) 
Sausages and chips for you, and some 
nice rice and veggies for me. 

(to camera crew) 
I've gone vegan. 

ARTHUR 
You still eat butter though. 

PAT 
Yeah, well, I'm still working my way 
into it. I need to get my fat from 
somewhere. 

Pat plates up the food on the table. Arthur sits down and 
squirts ketchup on his plate. Pat sits and proceeds to mix 
all the food on his plate together. 
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PAT (CONT'D) 
I've been so busy that I haven't 
really had time to cook proper meals. 
You know, cycling everywhere, being 
vegan, camping outside- it's 
difficult. 

Arthur starts eating. Pat gazes at Arthur's sausages slightly 
longingly. 

PAT (CONT'D) 
So this is really nice, being able to 
come home and have dinner with you 
after another fantastic day on the 
roundabout. 

A pause, Arthur does not realize Pat is now talking to him. 

ARTHUR 
(feigning interest) 

Oh right. Yeah, what happened? 

PAT 
Jamie had his daughter Jessie with us 
today, she's striking from school. 

ARTHUR 
Right... 

PAT 
Which is great. She had this model of 
earth with her, and I was trying to 
say to her how she has the world in 
her hands... physically and 
metaphorically, you know. 

ARTHUR 
Mm, clever. 

PAT 
Because you know, you young people 
have the power, you might not know it 
but you do. 

(beat) 
I feel quite vulnerable there, like I 
could be arrested, or moved on, and I 
don't know if that's a feeling you 
ever have. I know children are 
vulnerable in other ways, but you're 
certainly not vulnerable in that way. 
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ARTHUR 
No. 

PAT 
So that's powerful. Kids like Jessie, 
like Greta, striking from school. 

Arthur glances at the camera crew pointedly. 

PAT (CONT'D) 
You know, you have to think- I know 
school is important, and we're told 
that it's important and necessary for 
your future, but you have to think 
what's really going to be happening in 
12 years. Will your psychology A-level 
really be important then? You know? 
Probably not. 

ARTHUR 
Hm. 

Pat becomes more heated. 

PAT 
In 12 years time what school you went 
to won't matter, your degree won't 
matter. 

PAT (CONT'D) 
(slightly wildly) 

What'll matter will be...will be, 
y'know, survival. We need young 
people, out there, striking like 
Greta. That's what makes a difference.        ______                          
That's what'll change things. ______                        

For the first time, Arthur looks Pat dead in the eye. 

ARTHUR 
Pat, I'm not striking from school. 

Pat stares at Arthur, a bit lost for words. And then, 
grinning sheepishly, glances at the camera crew, aware of how 
transparent he's been. 

PAT 
(to Arthur) 

But why? 
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ARTHUR 
I'm gunna do the strike on Friday, and 
if you do any more I'll come then as 
well. If I don't like, have an exam or 
something. 

Arthur abruptly finishes the last of his chips. 

ARTHUR (CONT'D) 
Can I leave? I've got revision to do. 

PAT 
Yep. Go ahead. 

ARTHUR 
Thanks for dinner. 

Arthur gets up, and puts his plate in the sink. Pat sits back 
and pats his lap, motioning for Winnie to jump up. She does, 
and he cradles her like a baby. 

PAT 
(to Winnie) 

My little sugar lump. 
(to camera crew) 

She's my hairy baby. 

He grins toothily at the camera crew, Winnie lies across his 
lap with her paws in the air. 

EXT. PATIO/ROAD - NIGHT 

Pat is leaving through the back door. 

PAT 
(calling) 

Have a good day at school tomorrow! 

ARTHUR (O.S) 
Bye! 

Pat collects his bike and walks down the alleyway, Winnie at 
his heels. At the road, he puts Winnie in the basket on the 
front of his bike. He cycles away, waving back at the camera 
crew. 

PAT (V.O) 
Part of me gets it. We've all been 
young, trying to fit in, trying to be 
'normal', whatever that means. 
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Pat cycles down an empty high-street. 

PAT (V.O) (CONT'D) 
But on the other hand, this is it. It 
is a desperate situation. __                        

EXT. THE ROUNDABOUT - NIGHT 

Pat cycles on to the roundabout, dismounts and locks his bike 
up to his car. He lets Winnie out of the basket. 

PAT (V.O) (CONT'D) 
You know, I'm desperate about this, I 
feel so sad. I've got children, I want 
to see them grow into a world that's 
happy, and secure and safe. 

Pat waves to the camera crew before getting into the tent 
with Winnie. 

PAT (V.O) (CONT'D) 
That, surely is something everyone 
would want. A safe, fun future for all 
of our children. That's it. 

EXT. THE ROUNDABOUT - DAY 

It's a sunny morning. Pat crawls out of the tent, followed by 
Winnie, trying to play and lick his face while he's down. He 
wearily staggers to his feet and stretches. 

PAT (V.O) 
So it's day four now. And let me tell 
you that roll-mat isn't getting any 
comfier. 

EXT. CAFE GARDEN - DAY 

Pat sits on a bench outside a small cafe opposite the 
roundabout, sipping a cup of tea. Winnie is sitting on the 
bench next to him. 

PAT 
This morning I've got Jamie coming 
along again, to do another Vlog. I've 
got some fresh ideas, plans for Friday 
and for the future. 

He waggles his eyebrows at the camera crew and feeds Winnie a 
piece of toast from his plate. 
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PAT (CONT'D) 
I've got to keep planning my next 
steps. It would be terrible for Friday 
to just be a big climax and then have 
nothing sorted for afterwards. You 
know, this isn't for show or just a 
big parade. This is a chain of events 
hopefully leading to real action. I 
have to keep that in mind, or what's 
the point? 

He drains his cup, standing up. Winnie hops off the bench. 

PAT (CONT'D) 
And on that note. 

He theatrically plonks his cup down on the bench and walks 
off back towards the roundabout, Winnie at his heels. A 
moment later he turns around and starts walking back. 

PAT (CONT'D) 
Forgot to pay. 

EXT. THE ROUNDABOUT - DAY 

Jamie is at the roundabout with Pat, talking intensely. 
Winnie is in the VW, peering out the window. 

JAMIE 
...I think it's a great plan, you've 
just got to make sure it doesn't clash 
with the actual service or processions 
on the day. 

PAT 
Do you not think we could try and 
involve them together? Somehow? 

JAMIE 
No, it's one of the most patriotic 
days of the year, people will get 
funny. Just do it the Sunday after or 
something, make it its own thing. 

PAT 
All right, I'll have a think. 

(aware of camera crew) 
Shall we get on with the vlog? 

JAMIE 
Sure, let's start over there by the 
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tent. 

PAT 
Okie dokie. 

Pat and Jamie make their way to the tent and organize 
themselves. 

JAMIE 
Start with that thing about the poppy, 
that was good. Ready? 

Pat gives a thumbs up. 

JAMIE (CONT'D) 
OK! 

Jamie starts filming Pat. 

PAT 
As I cycle around I see poppies 
everywhere, and I love poppies, they 
always really affect me. Because my 
granddad went through both wars, so I 
always get really choked up on 
Remembrance Sunday. For all those poor 
men who suffered, who came back 
totally traumatized and I think we 
should remember them. But I also feel, 
it would be a fantastic opportunity to 
remember all the other victims. All 
the other animals: 56 billion animals 
get killed every year. To be eaten. 
They're non-consensual. 200 species 
every week- not just killed, 
extincted. 

Jamie chuckles. 

PAT (CONT'D) 
I would like to suggest to Stroud, and 
all other towns, to make a rainbow of 
poppies. A rainbow of poppies for all 
the animals, all the plants that have 
suffered. We just need to throw some 
consciousness onto this issue, and I 
think this will be a lovely way to do 
that. 

Pat walks over to the car. Jamie follows. 
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PAT (CONT'D) 
So come down here, this Friday, and we 
can make some poppies together, have a 
good time together. I think we'll have 
a really nice day down here. 
Remembrance Sunday, you know the 
poppies and the military, and the 
British Legion, they're trying to do 
what they can but I think they 
slightly miss the message. And I think 
we can add to it. I think red is a 
lovely colour; I'm a paid-up member of 
the Labour Party and the Green Party, 
and I believe in plurality, there is 
space for everyone, we could even have 
a few Tories. 

He laughs. 

PAT (CONT'D) 
I'm not quite sure about that. 

(singing) 
                    No, I'm joking, we Blue is the colour.                    
love the Tories, they need love and 
help. Thumbs up for the blue Tories, 
Imagine Better. 

JAMIE 
And what can people bring on Friday 
for the poppy making? Bring some food? 
Bring some love? 

PAT 
Bring some friends, bring some love, 
bring some laughter, bring some 
songs... Bring ideas. 

JAMIE 
Bring conversation. 

PAT 
Yes, and bring a willingness to 
engage, and a willingness to rise up, 
come out of our lethargy, come out of 
our despondency, let's go into the 
hope. 

(beat) 
Let's ride the wave of the pink 
unicorn. 

Pat laughs. 
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JAMIE 
Ha ha! Great. So all day long. 

PAT 
All day long. 

(pointing to Winnie in the car) 
There's my hairy baby in the car! 

Jamie trots over to the car window with his phone, filming 
Winnie with her nose pressed against the glass. 

JAMIE 
Wooo! OK see you tomorrow. 

PAT 
(waving) 

See you tomorrow. 

JAMIE 
Cheers Pat. 

Pat opens the car door and Winnie hops out. Jamie stops 
filming. 

JAMIE (CONT'D) 
Cool, nice one. Good message. 

PAT 
Yes, good plan of action. 

(to camera crew) 
Getting Stroud involved in a fun, 
supporting and caring way. 

A car drives past with a young man leaning out the window 

MAN IN CAR 
Get a job! 

Pat stares after him, a bit lost for words. 

PAT 
(to camera crew) 

Well... 

JAMIE 
That's just rude. 

A white car pulls onto the side of the road. 
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PAT 
(relieved) 

Ah, and there's Sarah. 

SARAH: mid forties and stylishly dressed gets out. She's 
wearing brogues and has a red wavy bob. Winnie runs up to 
her, whining excitedly. She picks up her lead and walks over 
to Pat. 

PAT (CONT'D) 
Hey Sarah 

(gesturing to camera crew) 
These are the guys filming me for the 
strike. 

Sarah smiles confidently at the camera. 

SARAH 
Hi. 

PAT 
(to camera crew) 

She's here to take Winnie. For a jolly 
in the Brecon Beacons. 

SARAH 
For work, a few days research and 
development for a project I'm working 
on. 

PAT 
A hike up Pen Y Fan? 

SARAH 
Definitely. 

PAT 
(to Winnie) 

You'll like that won't you sugarlump. 

SARAH 
Cool, well good luck with the strike, 
hope it all goes well. Sorry I'm not 
here for it. 

PAT 
No worries, look you have a lovely 
time. 

(to Winnie) 
Bye bye Winnie. 
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SARAH 
And I'll see you next week. 

PAT 
(unsurely) 

Next week... 

SARAH 
Nigel's birthday. 

PAT 
Oh yes, will see you then. 

Sarah and Pat hug briefly before she and Winnie walk back 
towards her car. 

SARAH 
Bye. 

PAT 
Bye now. 

Pat gazes after them wistfully, then shrugs a little sadly at 
the camera crew. 

PAT (CONT'D) 
Well. That's that then. Onward and 
upwards. 

Pat wanders, slightly aimlessly, back to where Jamie is 
standing. 

SARAH TALKING HEAD 

SARAH 
I'm Pat's ex-wife. 

DIRECTOR (O.S) 
When did you and Pat break up? 

SARAH 
Around December, Christmas time. But 
only recently has he moved out. It's a 
really OK situation. 

DIRECTOR (O.S) 
How long were you and Pat married for? 
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SARAH 
15 years. We're still close. You know 
we have children together. 

SARAH (CONT'D) 
I really really support what he's 
doing at the moment. But, you know- 
he's a brilliant brilliant man, but 
difficult, and things got harder with 
all of...this, and I just thought- 
it's got to be easier than this. 

(beat) 
Christmas was really hard. Just... a 
lot. 

(laughs) 
It wasn't even about the fire ceremony 
or the neighbors. He found it 
difficult that I did the carols for 
the nativity service- I play the organ-
 he wanted me to change the lyrics to 
non-christian ones. Anyway, as you can 
probably tell he's super radical, and 
yeah, things just didn't work. But 
he's a fantastic man and I really 
really support him. 

She nods assuredly. 

EXT. THE ROUNDABOUT - DAY 

Pat is sitting alone on his camping chair. He is cutting 
pieces of colourful paper into flower shapes. It's drizzling 
slightly. 

PAT (V.O) 
Obviously, I could have done more, I 
could have never driven a car, I could 
have never been on an airplane. 

INT. SIXTH FORM - DAY 

Arthur leaving sixth form with a group of friends, laughing 
and chatting. 

PAT (V.O) (CONT'D) 
But I had to do that to compromise for 
my family, for my partner, for my- to 
keep my life sort of within the normal 
realms. 
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EXT. THE ROUNDABOUT - DAY 

Pat playing around with pieces of paper and whittled sticks, 
trying to make miniature poppies. 

PAT (V.O) (CONT'D) 
I think a lot of suffering in the 
world, a lot of suffering is post-
traumatic stress disorder. I think 
most of us are walking around with a-a 
quite severe, profound, complex post-
traumatic stress disorder. You know, 
the denial we all face, and it's been 
going on for so long. It's become 
normal. 

Pat gathers up his papers and sticks and bundles them into a 
bag. He zips up his tent and crosses the road into the town. 

PAT (V.O) (CONT'D) 
We are at a most extraordinary time in 
history. Humanity has never been in 
this situation before. The intensity 
of what we're facing, the tsunami of 
climatic change. 

EXT. TOWN - DAY - CONTINUOUS 

Pat makes his way down an empty road. 

PAT (V.O) (CONT'D) 
What can we individually do about it? 
Make our own little difference, you 
know me doing what I'm doing here is 
so that I can say to myself 'well I 
did everything I could'. Or I did as 
much as I felt I could at the time. 
That's all I can do. 

INT. KITCHEN - EVENING 

Arthur is making a cup of tea. He still has his shoes and 
coat on and has trudged wet footprints across the lino 
flooring. On the counter is a shopping bag, half emptied. 
There are two steaks in packets and a bag of new potatoes. 

ARTHUR 
I'm kind of used to living alone now, 
with my mum at her house and Pat on 
the roundabout, it's kind of cool 
because I can just have people over 
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when I like, just do my own thing 
really. 

DIRECTOR (O.S) 
Would you say you're quite an 
independent person? 

ARTHUR 
Yeah, I suppose. Me and Pat moved here 
after Christmas when my parents split. 
I guess normally I'd live with my mum 
in that situation but it makes sense 
because my school is in Stroud and my 
mum's house is further away. Also, I 
turn 18 in January so, like there's 
more places to go out in town here, 
and my friends all live in Stroud, 
so... 

DIRECTOR (O.S) 
What's Stroud like, for young people? 

Arthur leans against the counter, sipping his tea. 

ARTHUR 
It's alright, it's small but also 
there's a good group of people. 

DIRECTOR (O.S) 
Where do you go out with your friends? 

ARTHUR 
Well I'm 17, so I can't like go to 
pubs or things, so me and my friends 
will just go to each others houses, or 
in the summer we'll go to the lakes, 
or fields and have parties. Most of my 
friends drive now so we go to house 
parties in Ciren or Tetbury too- 

The kitchen door suddenly swings open. Pat is standing in the 
doorway in his waterproofs and heavy boots, spattered with 
mud. 

PAT 
Yo! 

ARTHUR 
(uncertainly) 

Hi..? 
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Pat makes his way into the kitchen, his waterproofs swishing 
and muddy boots tracking even more mud and water onto the 
floor. 

PAT 
How's it going? 

ARTHUR 
Good... I thought you were staying on 
the roundabout tonight? 

PAT 
(happily) 

Yeah I am, just thought I'd come by 
for a cup of tea and maybe a bath. 
It's disgusting out there. Ugh. 

He mimics shaking like a dog, then takes his coat off and 
dumps it on a chair. 

ARTHUR 
Are you- how long are you staying for? 

PAT 
Just going to have a bath. I've got 
five rhythms at The Space in a bit, 
and then meeting Simon at Palacio 
Lounge for supper. 

ARTHUR 
(relieved) 

Ok, cool. 

Pat goes over to the counter to make a cup of tea, he notices 
the bag of food and smacks his lips. 

PAT 
Ooh, little bit of steak for supper? 

ARTHUR 
(uncomfortably) 

Got a friend coming over. 

PAT 
Oh...I see. Very nice, don't worry 
I'll be out the way. 

ARTHUR 
Cool. Thanks. 

Pat leaves the kitchen, humming to himself. Arthur is left 
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standing awkwardly, unsure of himself. 

ARTHUR (CONT'D) 
Ok, I'm just gunna... 

He sidles out of the kitchen. 

LATER 

Pat and Arthur are back in the kitchen. Arthur is washing 
dishes, Pat, looking cleaner, is putting his muddy 
waterproofs back on. 

PAT 
Alrighty. Well, hope you have a lovely 
evening. I guess I'll see you tomorrow 
at the strike. 

ARTHUR 
Yeah, I'll see you then. When are you 
going to- 

There's a knock. They both stare at the door for a second 
before Pat opens it. RORY, an attractive and well dressed boy 
is standing there, confused at the sight of Pat. 

RORY 
Hi... 

PAT 
Hi, come in, I'm Pat, I'm just 
leaving. 

Rory comes into the kitchen and smiles nervously at Arthur. 

RORY 
Sorry, my mum was going to Sainsbury's 
and wanted to drop me earlier... 

ARTHUR 
(uncomfortable) 

It's fine. 

There's an awkward silence. 

PAT 
O-K. I'll leave you two to it, have a 
great night. Enjoy. 



                                                         26. 

Created using Celtx                                          

ARTHUR 
Yeah. Bye. 

Pat leaves. 

ARTHUR (CONT'D) 
(to Rory) 

Sorry. I didn't know he was coming. 

RORY 
No no it's fine. Sorry I didn't 
message you. 

There's another awkward silence, neither of them knows where 
to look. 

RORY (CONT'D) 
(to camera crew) 

So you're like, filming Arthur's dad 
and the strike? 

DIRECTOR (O.S) 
Will you be going? 

RORY 
(glancing at Arthur) 

Yeah... I think so. 

ARTHUR 
You don't have to. 

RORY 
No, I'd like to... It's cool. 

Awkward silence. 

ARTHUR 
You can take your bag up to my room if 
you like. 

RORY 
(relieved) 

Sure. 

Rory hurriedly leaves the room with his bag. 
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ARTHUR TALKING HEAD 

ARTHUR 
Yeah, I came out when I was 16. So 
year 11 at my old school. It was fine. 
Obviously some people were dicks. But 
it was OK because I moved to sixth 
form in Stroud anyway, and now people 
are alright. Everyone's fine with it, 
but obviously I still, like have to 
kind of act like I'm not. I think the 
other guys just don't know how to talk 
about it. But to be fair they were all 
at the boy's grammar school before so, 
like being gay was an insult, you 
know? But yeah, there's only one other 
gay guy at sixth form. So, not much 
going on. 

DIRECTOR (O.S) 
Does that make it uncomfortable? 

ARTHUR 
What do you mean? 

DIRECTOR (O.S) 
That there's only one other boy? 

ARTHUR 
Yeah. Completely. Because everyone 
just expects us to be together. He's 
great, but, I mean, you know- It's not 
as easy as for everyone else. 

He shrugs 

EXT. THE ROUNDABOUT - DAY 

Pat is arranging logs in a fire pit. He's wearing his usual 
waterproofs, but has a jacket with 'EARTH REBEL' printed in 
pink on the back. 

PAT 
(to camera crew) 

Strike Day. Here we are. 

He grins excitedly as he lays the last log. 
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PAT (CONT'D) 
We've got Mr Drew, the Stroud 
Councillor coming to say a few words. 

PAT (CONT'D) 
We're going to be waving some banners, 
banging some drums, and then process 
through the town, give Stroud a show. 

DIRECTOR (O.S) 
What is the purpose of today? 

PAT 
Well, part of the action is to build 
community, link up with people who are 
struggling with the same feelings of 
despondency and grief, you know, grief 
for everything that we do to the 
planet. 

DIRECTOR (O.S) 
And how do you see your role in all of 
this? Do you see yourself as a leader? 

PAT 
Ha, a leader, well, no, but I do see 
myself trying to steer people away 
from the path... Hopefully people will 
see me giving up, well my life really 
to make a change, and will think that 
it is possible too. 

(beat) 
A-ha. Here are Arthur and the others. 

Arthur and a small group of boys are crossing the road to the 
roundabout. Pat waves happily. 

PAT (CONT'D) 
The youth! 

ARTHUR 
Alright. 

PAT 
Yo, how we all doing? Excited? 

The boys murmur in general agreement. 

PAT (CONT'D) 
Right, I've got a big empty banner 
over there that needs some love. I've 
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got some paints, pens. Or you can grab 
some of those drums over there and 
start making some noise. 

Arthur glances pointedly at the camera crew. 

LATER 

There is a large crowd gathered at the roundabout. Jamie is 
interviewing people, filming on his phone. At the corner of 
the roundabout, three teenage boys are planting small trees. 
Arthur and his friends are standing around chatting. Some 
people are decorating banners with painted hand-prints, 
others are drawing in chalk on blackboards. 

DAVID DREW: an old man with grey hair and a grey suit is 
standing talking with Pat. 

PAT 
(shouting) 

Right everyone, here we have the 
Councillor for Stroud: David Drew, who 
is going to say a few words. 

The group gather around Pat and David Drew. 

DAVID DREW 
Hello folks, it's marvellous to see so 
many of you here today, taking a stand 
for-for- climate change. I do think 
that it is the issue of our time, and 
we've got to bring that home to 
people. We need to stop with the 
plastic bags, and the plastic straws, 
and the plastic... well let's just 
stop with the plastic, ey? We can't go 
on the way we're going on, and that's 
why it's so important that you're 
doing what you're doing... here 
today... in Stroud. 

(beat) 
I don't particularly want all my 
people arrested. 

He chuckles halfheartedly. No one responds. 

DAVID DREW (CONT'D) 
Because I'll have to get you all out, 
and I don't know how much room we have 
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in the station currently. 

A baby starts crying. 

DAVID DREW (CONT'D) 
No, but peaceful demonstration is what 
it's all about. Nice and calmly, 
walking through the town, and then 
maybe finish up with some cake or 
sandwiches back here, lovely and 
peaceful. We really must try to get 
people to change their lifestyles. 
It's simple really. 

The baby cries louder. 

DAVID DREW (CONT'D) 
Like I said, if everyone just stopped 
using plastic bags and straws and 
things like that, it would make a                      _____        
difference. We have a terrible cycle 
of producing too much, and that in 
turn damages the environment. 

PAT 
(taking over) 

Without legislation it's like locking 
an alcoholic in a pub and hiding the 
water tap, then telling him to clean 
up. 

The crowd chuckles. The baby is quieter. 

DAVID DREW 
(chuckling) 

I'll remember that one. 

PAT 
The legislation needs to be in place 
to support it. We've planted 15 trees 
over there, but we need farmers to 
free up the land so we can plant 
trees. So we need people to stop 
eating the meat, so the farmers don't 
have to grow all that food to feed to 
the cows and the pigs and the chickens 
to make everyone obese. We need the 
farmers to stop growing it and we need 
to stop buying it. But we do need 
legislation, and that's what today is 
all about- demanding change. 
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CROWD MEMBERS 
Hear hear! 

PAT 
Hear hear! Let's get on with the show! 

The crowd cheers. Some drumming starts. 

LATER 

Arthur, his friends and others are standing on the side of 
the road, waving banners, cars BEEPING frequently as they 
drive past. Occasionally a car driver will give them the 
finger. Jamie is filming. 

JAMIE 
Let's check these kids out, on the 
roundabout. Look at this, Stroud on 
strike: it's Friday! Come and look at 
this! 

(shouting) 
What are you saying kids? 

GROUP OF KIDS 
Whoooooo! 

JAMIE 
Big smiles kids, nice big smiles. 

Arthur puts on a forced smile and halfheartedly waves his 
banner. 

In the background, a silver car pulls up. Rory emerges, 
looking nervous and clutching a cardboard sign which reads 
'THERE IS NO PLANET B'. One of Arthur's friends notices and 
nudges him. 

Arthur detaches from the group and walks over to him. They 
talk briefly and hug before walking back. Arthur glances at 
the camera crew, a tiny smile on his face. 

A SERIES OF SHOTS 

- The crowd gathering back together 

- The crowd beginning to march down the main road 

- Bikes joining and cycling alongside the procession 
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- Arthur and Rory holding up a cardboard sign together 

EXT. STROUD HIGH STREET - DAY 

The group are processing through the town, holding a large 
banner on which is written: 'IT'S UR FUTURE'. Pat walks at 
the front, carrying a big drum. 

PAT 
(shouting) 

What do we want? 

CROWD 
CLIMATE JUSTICE! 

PAT 
When do we want it? 

CROWD 
NOW! 

Pat bangs his drum rhythmically. 

PAT 
What do we want? 

CROWD 
CLIMATE JUSTICE! 

PAT 
When do we want it? 

CROWD 
NOW! 

The crowd's chant is suddenly interrupted by yelps and howls. 
Pat slows down, looking around. Suddenly - Winnie races up to 
him, her tatty blue lead dragging behind her. 

PAT 
Sugarlump! 

Pat stops in the middle of the road, puts his drum down and 
drops to his knees, Winnie goes berserk. Moments later, Sarah 
appears, out of breath. 

SARAH 
Winnie- I opened the car and she just 
ran... 
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PAT 
She came to see her daddy. Oh 
sugarlump. 

Winnie lies on her back while Pat rubs her belly. Cars are 
piling up behind the crowd, some BEEPING. 

PAT (CONT'D) 
(to Sarah) 

Thanks for coming. 

SARAH 
You'd better get going. 

Pat gets up and hands Winnie's lead to Sarah. He picks up his 
drum and they begin walking again, Pat banging his drum. 
Arthur and his friends look more enthusiastic now, waving 
their signs exuberantly. 

A SERIES OF SHOTS 

- The procession making its way through the streets 

- Traffic building around the crowds 

- More people joining the procession 

- Arthur and Rory tying a banner to a bridge 

- Police monitoring and watching the crowds 

- The crowds gathering back at the roundabout 

EXT. THE ROUNDABOUT - EVENING 

The sun is setting, and a few people including Arthur and 
Sarah remain on the roundabout, standing around a small fire. 
Pat is holding Winnie in his arms. 

PAT 
(to camera crew) 

It's been a brilliant day, really 
successful. I'm so proud of the people 
who came out in support, and I feel 
like we've really achieved something 
today. And when Winnie and Sarah 
turned up, well that was just the 
icing on the cake, the cherry on the 
cake. 
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He grins widely and then walks back to the fire. Someone is 
playing a guitar and singing. 

GUITAR PERSON 
(singing) 

You say 'this earth belongs to me', I 
say Earth's prosperity, for sharing 
and cherishing wealth distribution... 
The group starts to sing along. 

GROUP 
You say let's take more and more, I 
say end this third world war, time for 
fossil fuels to go, compassionate 
revolution... .later 

Sarah and Arthur hug Pat goodbye. They leave in Sarah's car. 

ARTHUR (V.O) 
Today was actually really cool. I 
think it all felt a bit embarrassing 
at the start, but then I guess 
standing in front of a lot of people 
and saying how you feel can feel quite 
embarrassing. 

Pat begins packing up his tent. 

ARTHUR (V.O) (CONT'D) 
I realized, that if I found it hard, 
how must Pat feel? It's not like 
everyone was on his side, or even 
really supportive, even I wasn't sure. 

Pat puts Winnie in the bike basket. 

ARTHUR (V.O) (CONT'D) 
It's really brave. To come out there 
and say: this is what I stand for, and 
who I am. I get it in that way. 

Pat waves at the camera crew. 

ARTHUR (V.O) (CONT'D) 
Not many people can say they've done 
what he's done, so, yeah, I'm proud I 
guess. 

Pat cycles away. 
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EXT. THE ROUNDABOUT - DAY 

Pat is standing on the pavement by the roundabout with his 
bike. 

PAT (V.O) 
So I woke up this morning, to a call. 

A large tow truck is hoisting the Volkswagen onto the 
flatbed. Pat looks sadly on. 

PAT (V.O) (CONT'D) 
The council have decided to tow the 
car. Apparently, there were a lot of 
complaints. People getting really 
quite angry, saying its a waste of 
taxpayers money to clear it up etc 
etc. I can't believe people were 
looking at me, and this and saying 
'that's the problem'.  ______               

The truck drives away with the car. 

PAT (V.O) (CONT'D) 
I think they wanted it gone because 
it's the one thing they felt they 
could actually change about the 
situation. Which is a common thought. 

Pat walks around the roundabout, removing the hand-made 
poppies from the ground. 

PAT (V.O) (CONT'D) 
People are scared. They complained 
because they were scared. They were 
saying 'fuck off. Fuck off, you're 
scaring us'. 

He scuffs the discolored grass with his feet. 

PAT (V.O) (CONT'D) 
I get it. It's a big scary thing. 
Bigger than all of us. And I know how 
helpless and scary it can all feel. 

A car BEEPS as it drives past, he gives a thumbs up. 

PAT (V.O) (CONT'D) 
But we absolutely need to send a 
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strong message to make change. With a 
situation like this, rebellion is our 
only option to prevent the terrible 
effects of climate change. I wish 
people could understand that. 

Pat stands and stares at the space for a moment. 

PAT (V.O) (CONT'D) 
I do believe that we can be fantastic. 
People are beautiful, our hearts are 
in the right place, somehow. We all 
have a good heart. And we're really 
clever. I'm going to keep pushing on, 
today, next weekend, all the way. 
It'll be a long battle, but I'll be 
here, every step of the way. 

Pat gets on his bike and turns to look at the camera crew. 

PAT 
The rebellion starts here! 

He waves at the camera crew one last time before cycling off 
down the middle of the road. He takes his hands off the 
handlebars and holds them out as if he is flying. His 'EARTH 
REBEL' jacket flaps in the wind as he disappears out of 
sight. 

(CONT'D) 

(CONT'D) 


